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We have reached the end of our first term and as you can see from our newsletter we have been extremely busy, from Junior Infants right up to 6
th
 Class!
I would like to welcome our new Junior Infants and the new families who have joined us since September – it is wonderful to have them a part of the Scoil Mhuire family. We also welcome Fr. Gerard to the Parish. In his short time here he has established himself as a regular visitor to the school and we always look forward to his classroom visits.
Thank you to the parents for your support throughout the term. The foundations are firmly set in place at home for your child’s future, we are merely a stepping stone along the path, but positive links and communication between home and school is vital in progressing each child’s potential.
Our Parents’ Association have been busy and I thank them for th
e time and energy they have all
given
 to the school. Thank you to the staff of the school and t
he Board of Management who work
tirelessly
 in ensuring the welfare, education and happiness of the 
children of the school. We send
our
 regards to Master Mc 
Cann
 and Seamus Bonner who are curre
ntly off and wish them a speedy
recovery
. I wish to thank Liam 
Duffin
 who resigned as Treasurer from our Board of Management.
Liam was a pleasure to have on the Board and was always extremely
 approachable. We thank him for
his
 time given voluntarily and wish him the very best. 
Finally to the 125 boys and girls in Scoil Mhuire – you light up ou
r days when you enter the doors
each
 morning and we are so lucky to have each and every on
e of you. Please stay safe over
Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all again in the New Year. 
Nollaig
 
Shona
 
Daoibh
 
Uilig
!
Cróna
 Rodgers
)
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In this newsletter:
New Junior Infants
Friendship Week
Christmas Shoeboxes
Santa Fun Run
Glenveagh
Bake for Peace
Music
Art Winners
GAA Quiz
Sports
Competition...
and
 much more!
)








 (
Christmas Carol Service
Well done to all the children in our school who performed so beautifully at the Christmas Carol Concert recently!  The boys and girls joined our neighbouring schools 
and provided
 such a special night
 to a packed audience
! Thank you to all who prepare
d
 the children and helped out with the running of the event on the day!
) (
Welcome to Scoil Mhuire!
A warm welcome to Gracie Trimble, John Fell, Rachel Boyce, Jamie Boyce
, Lily Boyce, Cara Mahoney and 
Ceallaigh
 Mahoney 
 and all the Junior Infants who joined us in Scoil Mhuire this year!
 
)
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RSA Safety Visit
Did you know that 
you are 289 times 
more likely to be 
seen when you wear 
a high-
vis
 jacket on 
the road? This was 
one of the 
interesting
facts we 
learned when 
the 
Road Safety 
Authority visited 
the 
school in 
September. 
It was 
an action-
packed 
fun-filled day 
and enhanced our 
knowledge of the 
rules 
of the road.
) (
Harvest Fair Art
Congratulations to all our pupils who entered the Harvest Fair Art competition in September. The standard of entries was very high and it was a tremendous achievement to all those who won awards. They were Hannah Molloy, Joseph Browne, 
Eoghan
 Quinn, 
Aoibhinn
 
Brannigan
, Maria 
McLoone
, Charlotte Quigley, Cora Doherty, 
Orla
 Molloy, Katie Doherty and Erin Doherty.
)
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“There is nothing in the world so irresistibly contagious as laughter and good-humour.” ~ Charles Dickens
)



 (
Apple
 Crumble!
The 5
th
 Class were 
busy
 baking since 
September ensuring
we’re
 all warmly
insulated
 on the
inside
 during the
winter
 months!
 They
baked
 tasty, healthy
and
 nutritious food
and
 had such fun!
)
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Bees
Did you know that a queen bee can lay 2000 eggs a day!? We found this out when John Boyle kindly visited the school and taught us everything about bees and how they make honey.
)
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Parents’ Association Santa Fun Run
On Sunday 26
th
 November the Parents’
Association 
organised a Santa Hat Fun R
un as
a
 fundraiser 
for our school.
 It was a very
difficult
 course with lots of hills, so well
done
 to everybody who completed it.
 The
w
inner
 of the men’s category and overall winner was Declan McBride from 
Letterkenny
 and the winner of the women’s was Edwina Sweeney from 
Narin
 Road Glenties. In the 13 to 18 years category boys Robbie Mc Donnell won with a very impressive run. In the girls 13 to 18 category 
Cliona
 Campbell won. In the 10 to 13 category 
Tiarnán
 Ward won the boys and Erica 
Hegarty
 won the girls. In the youngest category 
Daithi
 Molloy won the boys with an impressive run and Cora Doherty w
on the girls. In the 3k walk or 
run 
Áine
 
Brannigan
 came first with Paul Gallagher
 second
. Thanks to everyone who helped organise the run, baked goods and participated! 
By 
Tiarnán
 Ward & 
Conor
 
Gildea
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School Mass
We celebrated a 
beginning of 
year school mass in September with Fr. Gerard. Thanks to Ms. 
Connole
 for 
preparing the choi
r which 
was beautiful as always!
) (
Bake Bread for Peace
On October 24
th
 Breezy visited the school to celebrate International Bake Bread for Peace Day.
 
Breezy worked with us on four topics - flour, bread, oven and peace. 
Elijah and 
Tierna
 then brought all the topics together and made a picture-story.
 Afterwards Breezy gave us all apple bread which was simply delicious! We were all covered in flour, but we were happy! 
 
 By Conan 
Brannigan
 and Elijah 
Sangha
)
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The Children of 
Li
r
In October the 3
rd
 and 4
th
 Classes attended a 
Fíbín
production
 of The Children of 
L
i
r
 in 
Ardara
 C
ommunity
Centre. The Childre
n of 
L
i
r
 is a traditional Irish
folklore
 of four c
hildren turned in to swans when
Aoife
, 
L
i
r’s
 wife, p
laces them under a spell. There
were
 three people performing in the play. 
Dara
 Magee
was
 painting the pictures of the story
 while Brendan
Murray read the story in Irish and English. 
Tara
Connaghan
 prov
ided music
al
 accompaniment on the
fiddle
.
By Erin Bonner and Daniel 
Breslin
 (4
th
 Class)
)








 (
Christmas Shoe Box Appeal
Once again children in Scoil Mhuire made up 
shoeboxes for the Team Hope Shoebox Appeal. 
These boxes are filled with items such as clothes, 
toys 
and musical stuff
 and go to children in poorer 
countries that are less fortunate than us. 
We’d like 
to thank everyone who has contributed to the Team 
Hope Shoebox Appeal.
 We collected over 50 boxes!
By Karolina Byrne and Eva 
Breslin
 Ward
 (4
th
 Class)
)
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Points to note:
The school will close for the Christmas holidays on Friday 22
nd
 December at 12:30pm. We will reopen on Monday 8
th
 January.
Parent-Teac
her meetings will take place on 8
th
 February 2018. 
Times of meetings will be sent home with the children closer to the time. The school will close at 12.30pm on that day.
School will close on 15
th
 & 16
th
 February (mid-term break).
We will close at 12.30pm
 on Friday 23
rd
 March for Easter holidays and reopen on Monday 9
th
 April.
On Friday 4
th
 May the school will be closed for a staff 
in-service
 day and will reopen on Wednesday 9
th
 May
.
The school will close for summer holidays on Friday 22
nd
 June at 12.30pm.
Confirmations will take place on Sunday 4
th
 February.  The Confirmation Retreat takes place on 16
th
 January. Holy Communions are 12
th
 May
.
Please remember the school uniform consists of maroon jumper with school crest, white polo shirt, black/navy trousers and black shoes/runners.
If your child is absent from school for any reason, please send in an explanatory note to school.
School opening time is 9:20am and closing time is 3pm.
The 
Board of Management
 of Scoil Mhuire is comprised of the following: Harry Reid (Chairperson), Patricia Molloy (Treasurer), Fr. Gerard, 
Cróna
 Rodgers, Eleanor Mc Gill, Joe 
Gavigan
 and Eileen Mc 
Dyre
. There will be one more member elected in January to the Board. 
) (
Friendship Week
Starting on Monday 13
th
 November and ending on Friday 17
th
, Friendship Week was enjoyable for pupils 
young and old
. The senior end of the school enjoyed a tricky quiz! Here are a few of the questions: How many keys on a piano? What does a Philatelist collect? What is a 
boomslang
? Everyone in the whole of Scoil Mhuire picked a classmate to be especially nice to for Friendship Week... in secret!  Everyone had fun on Friday trying to guess who their secret friend was! On Tuesday, everyone wrote their name in the centre of a big star, and then they passed it around the classroom for everyone to write something nice about you! On Thursday, the older classes read stories to the junior end of the school which everyone enjoyed immensely! On Friday we wore blue clothes (which is the colour of anti-bullying)! Also, on Friday, we had the Friendship Week assembly!  Lots of certificates and prizes were awarded and at the end everyone sang the song “You’ve got a Friend in me”. Everyone sounded great! Thanks to everyone who helped organise it. It will be hard to beat next year!
By Erin Doherty and Emma Bonner.
       
Friends
Friends, friends loyal to the end
Lots of kindness they can send.
Friends when you are in need
You can call them indeed.
Playing games, having fun through the rain, hail and sun
Treating you fairly, not calling names
Fill you with love, not with shame.
Always 
a laugh,
 
never making you feel
 daft.
A friend can show you that they care
Your friend is with you everywhere.
Friends, 
loyal to the end
Lots of fun they can send.
By Oran Doherty,
Adam
Hanlon
 
&
Luke Ward
)
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Glenveagh
On October 12
th
, 5
th
 Class visited
 
Glenveagh
National Park exploring the 
Glenveagh
 Timeline.
We learned abo
ut the animals that lived there
and
 we found 
out about the valley and how it
was
 formed. We
 discovered more about the past
of
 
Glenveagh
 during
 a tour of the castle and
found
 out abo
ut the people that used to live
there
. The last pr
ivate owner of 
Glenveagh
was
 Henry 
McIlhenny
. We
 walked through the
gardens
 and identified
 lots of different
plants
. We le
arned about the plants that are
native
 to I
reland and the plants that were
brought
 to Ireland by the last owner. 
We had
a
 great time in 
Glenveagh
!
By Eve Boyle Carr and 
Orla
 Molloy
)
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The 5
th
 Class produced beautiful au
tumn scenes of our landscape in
preparation
 for their visit to 
Glenvea
gh
. They used oddments of tweed to 
make pictures of native animals in their 
surroundings. Thanks to Anton 
Campbell’s Daddy for giving 
us the 
scrap 
material from Magee’s in 
Donegal!
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Parents’ Association Committee
We have a very active Parents’ Association and are grateful for the work they are doing for the school. This year we have had an enjoyable walk/run and lovely refreshments after our Carol Service! We thank our parents for the time and commitment they are giving to make our school a better place. Remember
, 
all parents are part of the Parents’ Association but we have a Committee to organise events. There are approximately 15 parents on the commit
tee with the following officers:
Joint Chairpersons
:
Lisa Coughlan and Kieran Kennedy
Joint Secretaries:
Isobel Bonner and Michelle 
Flannery
Treasurers:
Jean Campbell and Helen Flannery
The Committee are always looking for parents to help out or suggest new ideas – don’t be shy!
)






 (
Cash for Clobber
A huge thank you to everybody who supported our two Cash for Clobber fundraisers which were organised since September. Stacks of bags of old clothes were sent in and these provided much needed funds for our school! Thank
 you and keep an eye out for our
 next one!
)




 (
Storyteller
On Wednesday 11
th
 October the 3
rd
 and 4
th
 Classes went to a storyteller in 
Dungloe
 Library and afterwards played a GAA football match against 
Dungloe
. We listened to three stories; one was in Irish, one was in English and one was bilingual. The first story was about a blind puppy that was not opening its eyes. The second story was about cavemen that hunted a deer and the third was about giant icicles in Russia. Afterwards, both boys and girls teams played 
Dungloe
 in a football match.
By Maria 
McLoone
 and Noah Bonner (4
th
 and 3
rd
 Class)
)
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Aistear
Aistear
 is the curriculum framework for all children in Ireland from birth to six years. It describes the types of learning that are important for childre
n at this stage in their lives and involves
 exciting, engaging and fun learning experiences and activities for children in infant classes
 here
 in 
Scoil Mhuire.
 
The 
children learn
 
to communicate, explore and think 
and 
gain a greater sense of identity and belonging in the 
Aistear
 programme.
) (
Quiz
Abbie
 Bonner Diver, 
Conor
 
Gildea
, Daniel Quigley and 
Tiarnán
 Ward represented the school at the annual 
Cumann
 
na
 
mBunscol
 quiz which took place in the Mount 
Errigal
 Hotel in early December. Once again, the team performed very
 well
, narrowly missing out on a top-three finish by just four points. They answered questions mainly relating to GAA, history and geography of Ireland. All the children in the school are already preparing for the Garda and Credit Union Quizzes which are coming up in the 
new year
! 
)






[image: C:\Users\User\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\IMG_0661.jpg][image: IMG_0132]






 (
Nativity Art
The 1
st
 & 2
nd
 Classes have
 
been learning about the
 true meaning 
of
 
Christmas through the
 
story of the Nativity.
 They produced 
beautiful
 
art pieces of the Holy
 
Family 
in the stable in Bethlehem 
on that first
 
Christmas night!
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Weaving
Our 5
th
 class had a ‘
Heritage in Schools Specialist’
called
 Johnny 
Shiels
 visit on the 28
th
 of
 November.
He 
taught us how the loom works. Wool going 
in two
directions
, warp and weft, 
is used in weaving. He gave
us
 
a small wooden board a
nd we made 
Santas
 and
Christmas 
trees using wool.
By Anton Campbell & 
Dervla
 
Hegarty
)
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Autumn
Black, inky berries ripening slowly on the spiky briars.
Crunchy, rustling leaves floating gracefully off the orange leafed-trees.
Spiky, brown hedgehogs walking slowly to lovely dens.
Clever, migrating birds flying swiftly to warm countries.
Brown, bushy squirrels hibernating cosily in mossy trees.
Orange, scary pumpkins sitting in front of spooky houses.
Soft, plump pears eaten greedily in the breezy 
Autumn
.
Dark, windy nights spent nicely in cosy homes.
~ 
By Lara Lynch
)
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Hallowe’en
 Dress 
Up
 Day!
We had a fun dre
ss up day before the 
Hallowe’en
 break with
everyth
ing
 from scarecrows to ghoulish creatures and even
members
 of the T-Birds!
)
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Here’s a snippet of some more of the fun things we’ve been getting up to since September!
)
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Gaelic Blitz
In September the schoo
l’s boys and girls Gaelic teams
competed
 in an Up 
for the Match All-Ireland Final
blitz
 in 
Dungloe
 organised by the 
Cumann
 na 
mBunscol
.
We played a number of south-west schools 
on the day
and
 a lot of childre
n dressed up in either the Mayo
or
 Dublin colours.
 The 
Cumann
 
na
 
mBunscol
 outdoor
Gaelic competition begins after Christmas and we
’ve
been
 busy training for that with 
Donie
 
McCole
 co
ming
in
 to our school since
 September to train all classes
every
 Monday!
)






 (
Soccer Coaching
Every Monday from November to December, John Campbell from Finn Harps 
came in to coach
 the children in our school. It’s a great sport and gets our school active and shows us more that team work is very important. Even if people aren’t fans of spor
t this is a very fun activity. 
By 
Áine
 
Brannigan
 & Shauna Molloy
) (
Soccer Competition
The 3
rd
 and 4
th
 Classes entered a 7-a-side soccer competition run by Finn Harps in 
Letterkenny
 in October. Both teams played brilliant football with the girls winning two out of three games and narrowly missing out on qualifying from their group. The boys lost two games and drew with 
Kilmacrennan
 1-1 with Jack Boyle Carr setting up the equalising goal.
)
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Athletics
A lot of our pupils competed in the 
Tir
 
Chonaill
 AC Cross Country Challenge in Donegal Town in September. We had runners in the 600m, 800m and 1000m races. Well done to Lara Lynch and Emily 
Melly
 who also competed in the Cross Country finals in 
Buncrana
 in October.
)
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Try-
ing
 out Rugby!
Our boys and girls took part in a touch-rugby blitz in Donegal Town
Rugby Club early in December and performed impressively! The senior
end
 in the school had received rugby coaching sessions from Declan
Bushell
 of Ulster Rugby and the Donegal Town Rugby Club and the boys
and
 girls made huge strides in just a few weeks of practice. Touch-
rugby
 is all about speed, movement and skill and our boys and girls
showe
d
 it in abundance at the blitz! 
On
 the day, Scoil Mhuire competed
against
 
Glebe NS, Scoil an 
Linbh
 
Íos
a
, 
Barnesmore
 NS and 
Dunkineely
NS.
 The boys finished runners-up while the girls won their blitz. They
played
 four matches and they won a maul... 
)






 (
Indoor Gaelic
Our boys and girls teams took part in the annual 
Cumann
 
na
 
mBunscol
 Indoor Gaelic competition recently. Our girls topped their section from the regional qualifiers in 
Dungloe
 and also topped their group at the county final stage in 
Burnfoot
. Sadly they lost in the semi-final by a single point after a terrific performance. The girls’ team was Charlotte Quigley, Emma 
McDevitt
, Cathy Browne, Lara Lynch, Eve Boyle-Carr, Shauna Molloy, Emily Browne, 
Ailbhe
 Doherty and Rebecca Quigley. Our 
boys
 team narrowly missed out on qualifying from their region following a very evenly contested blitz in 
Dungloe
 between us, 
Dungloe
, 
Glenfin
, 
Cashel
 and 
Fintown
. The 
boys
 team was Leon Gallagher 
McDyre
, 
Phelim
 Boyle, Jamie Byrne, Conan 
Brannigan
, Danny Brown, Jack Boyle Carr, 
Conor
 Farrell, Daniel 
Breslin
 and 
Daithi
 Molloy.
)
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Friendship
F
or years, memories will be made, shared and forgotten but more are made each and every day.
R
eal friends will always stick by your side, no matter what the situation is.
I
n times we will fight and try to shut ourselves away, but we shall never break our bond.
E
ffort put into each other along with time spent, taking out and forgetting bad me
mories. There’s always room 
for positivity.
N
umerous times laughing on the phone, never seeming to get bored talking to each other.
D
ari
ng each other to do crazy, out-of-the-
ordinary things, laughing while getting in trouble.
S
aving activities for later, just so we can spend more time together.
H
appily smiling and enjoying each other’s company whilst making every single second count.
I
 
will always remember all my friends, including you, even after our days at school.
P
eople who are friends can never be apart. 
Maybe in distance but never in heart.
 
By 
Tierna
 
Brannigan
, 5
th
 class.
)
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We wish you a joyful
and peaceful Christmas
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Competition Time!
We have a number of Christmas Selection Boxes up for grabs!
For your chance to win one, answer these three questions and
fill
 in your name and class. Entries can be dropped into the
entry
 box at the front of the school.
1. How many children does 
L
i
r
 have in ‘The Children of 
L
i
r
’?.................................................
2. How many keys are there on a piano
?.................................................................................
3. Who was the last owner of 
Glenveagh
 Castle
?..................................................................
Pupil’s name and class
:...........................................................................
 
Questions compiled by 
Tiarnán
 Campbell and Jamie Byrne
)— ✂ ——————————————————————————————————————
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“The books transported her into new worlds
and introduced her to amazing people who
lived exciting lives"

Matilda by Roald Dahl
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